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By-law made under the Local Government Act 1999 
 

CAMPING AND MOORING BY-LAW 2025 
 

By-law No. 7 of 2025 
 
To regulate, control and prohibit camping activities and the mooring of vessels in Council’s 
area. 
 
Part 1 – Preliminary 
 
1. Short Title 

This by-law may be cited as the Camping and Mooring By-law 2025. 

2. Commencement 

This by-law will come into operation four months after the day on which it is published 
in the Gazette in accordance with Section 249(5) of the Local Government Act 1999. 

3. Definitions 

3.1 authorised person has the same meaning as in the Local Government Act 
1999. 

3.2 boat includes a house boat, raft, canoe, personal watercraft or any other 
similar device; 

3.3 camp includes setting up a camp, or causing or allowing a tent, sleeping bag, 
caravan or motor home to remain on land for the purpose of staying overnight 
whether or not any person is in attendance or sleeps on the land; 

3.4 camping reserve means: 

3.4.1 any park, reserve, road or other local government land which the 
Council, has by resolution, determined to be a camping reserve for the 
purposes of this by-law; and  

3.4.2 which is identified by one or more signs bearing the words ‘camping 
reserve’ or ‘camping area’ with or without other words; 

3.5 local government land means all land owned by the Council or under the 
Council’s care, control and management; 

3.6 park has the same meaning as in the Local Government Act 1999; 
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3.7 personal watercraft means a device that: 

3.7.1 is propelled by a motor; and 

3.7.2 has a fully enclosed hull; and 

3.7.3 is designed not to retain water if capsized; and 

3.7.4 is designed to be operated by a person who sits astride, stands, or 
kneels on the device, 

and includes the device commonly referred to as a jet ski; 

3.8 prescribed fee means the fee set by the Council, by resolution, for that 
purpose; 

3.9 prescribed limit means: 

3.9.1 if signage installed by the Council states a limit, that limit; 

3.9.2 if no signage installed by the Council states a limit, no longer than 5 
consecutive days; 

3.10 reserve has the same meaning as in the Local Government Act 1999; 

3.11 road has the same meaning as in the Local Government Act 1999; 

3.12 vehicle has the same meaning as in the Road Traffic Act 1961. 

Part 2 – Management of Camping 

4. General Controls 

A person must not do any of the following on any park, reserve, road or other local 
government land without the permission of Council: 

4.1 Camping 

camp or sleep overnight; 

4.2 Caravans and Motor Homes 

use, occupy, cause, suffer or permit any other person to use or occupy any 
caravan, motor home or other vehicle as a place of habitation; 

4.3 Tents 

4.3.1 pitch, erect or construct any tent or other structure of calico, canvas, 
plastic or any other similar material; or  

4.3.2 tie a rope, rug or article to any tree, stake, plant or other object for use 
as a place of habitation. 
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5. Camping Reserves 

5.1 Requirement to Comply with Camping Rules 

5.1.1 A person must not camp on a camping reserve unless the person 
complies with the camping rules. 

5.1.2 For the purposes of paragraph 5.1 a person complies with the 
camping rules if the person: 

5.1.2.1 pays the prescribed fee (if any) by placing the fee in the 
ticket-vending machine located within the camping reserve; 

5.1.2.2 obtains a ticket from the ticket-vending machine; 

5.1.2.3 displays the ticket in their vehicle so that it is legible from the 
front windscreen of the vehicle (or such other location as 
stated on the ticket); 

5.1.2.4 camps at the camping reserve for no longer than the 
prescribed limit; 

5.1.2.5 complies with any conditions set by the Council and stated 
on the ticket or ticket-vending machine; and 

5.1.2.6 complies with the requirements of any signage installed in 
the camping reserve by the Council related to the use of the 
land. 

5.2 Requirement to Keep Camp Clean 

A person must keep the area on which they are camped, and its surrounds, in a 
clean, tidy and sanitary condition. 

5.3 Toilets 

in any public convenience on a camping reserve: 

5.3.1 urinate other than in a urinal or pan or defecate other than in a pan 
provided for that purpose; 

5.3.2 smoke tobacco or any other substance; 

5.3.3 deposit anything in a pan, urinal or drain which is likely to cause a 
blockage; 

5.3.4 use it for a purpose for which it was not designed or constructed; 

5.3.5 subject to paragraph 5.3.6, enter the public convenience unless the 
person is of the gender indicated in writing or on a sign located on the 
public convenience; 

5.3.6 paragraph 5.3.5 does not apply: 
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5.3.6.1 in a genuine emergency; or 

5.3.6.2 to a vulnerable person being assisted by the vulnerable 
person’s caregiver, parent or guardian; or 

5.3.6.3 to a person that is intersex, transgender or gender diverse; 
or 

5.3.6.4 to a person with a disability; or 

5.3.6.5 to a person assisting a person with a disability; 

5.4 Inspections by Authorised Persons  

5.4.1 An authorised person may, at any reasonable time, enter and inspect 
a camp on a camping reserve. 

5.4.2 An authorised person may require a person who the authorised person 
reasonably suspects to be camping on a camping reserve to: 

5.4.2.1 state the persons full name and usual place of residence;  

5.4.2.2 provide evidence of the person’s identity. 

5.4.3 For the purposes of subparagraph 5.4.1, an authorised person may 
enter any building, vehicle or structure: 

5.4.3.1 with the consent of its owner or occupier; 

5.4.3.2 on the authority of a warrant issued by a Magistrate in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1999. 

5.4.4 A person must not, without reasonable excuse, refuse, fail to comply, 
or obstruct an authorised person in the exercise of powers under this 
paragraph.  

Part 3 – Management of Mooring 

6. General Controls 

6.1 A person must not without the permission of Council moor any boat on or to 
any park, reserve, road or other local government land to which the Council has 
resolved this subparagraph shall apply. 

6.2 A person must not moor any boat on or to any park, reserve, road or other local 
government land to which the Council has resolved this subparagraph shall 
apply unless the person complies with the mooring rules. 

6.3 For the purposes of paragraph 6.2 a person complies with the mooring rules if 
the person: 

6.3.1 moors the boat at the park, reserve, road or other local government 
land for no longer than the prescribed limit; 
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6.3.2 pays the prescribed fee (if any) in the manner determined by the 
Council; 

6.3.3 complies with the requirements of any signage installed on the land by 
the Council related to the use of the land for the purposes of mooring. 

6.4 A person must not obstruct any boat or mooring place, or access to any boat or 
mooring place, whether that access is by water or land. 

Part 4 - Miscellaneous 

7. Exemptions

7.1 The restrictions in paragraph 4 of this by-law do not apply: 

7.1.1 where the person is in a caravan park, the proprietor of which has 
permission to operate the caravan park; 

7.1.2 where a sign or signs have been erected by the Council indicating that 
camping activities are permitted on that land either generally, or in a 
particular vehicle or structure; 

7.1.3 in a camping reserve. 

7.2 The restrictions in paragraph 4.3 of this by-law do not apply to a place of 
habitation created or erected by the Council or another government 
instrumentality. 

8. Revocation

Council’s By-law No.7 – Camping and Mooring, published in the Gazette on 20 March
2018, is revoked on the day on which this by-law comes into operation.

The foregoing by-law was duly made and passed at a meeting of the Council of the Mid 
Murray Council held on the                   day of  2025 by an absolute majority 
of the members for the time being constituting the Council, there being at least two thirds of 
the members present. 

……………………………………… 
Mr Ben Scales  
Chief Executive Office 

19th August


